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program for drug use because she needed a stable structured environment
in a location separated from her old friends. “For me,” she told me recent-
ly, “the SRO Programs of New Bethany were a life saver.” Jim Watkins our
Director and Case Manager has, she says, “helped me a lot.” His help has
included rescuing her from a very bad situation in which she could have spi-
raled back into old destructive behaviors.

Joyce worked before becoming disabled, so she receives disability
income from Social Security for her years of work, but it is just barely
enough to meet her most basic needs. Without an inexpensive room in a
structured caring place, she would be lost.

Today, however, Joyce is anything but lost. She contributes to the com-
munity life of Columbia House by occasionally cooking for group holiday
meals, and she helps to look after other residents and the facilities. She
keeps in touch with her two adult children and her 3 grandchildren. And she
beautifies her room and our entire facility with her paintings.

When I asked Joyce, what she thinks about her life at New Bethany
Ministries, she said, “I want to tell everyone this: if you need help, New
Bethany will help you.”

Through our Single Room Occupancy Programs we are able to help
many people like James and Joyce by providing a God-sent haven for those
with special housing needs. Your support makes this beautiful kindness hap-

pen. Loett A

Executivée Director

DONOR SPOTLIGHT

In the last two months everyone at New Bethany was inspired by
the generosity of young people.
Some of these inspiring good
neighbors included:

Members of Local
Brownie Troop 390 who
bought, wrapped and
delivered Christmas gifts
for homeless children
living at New Bethany
Ministries . . .

.. . And a group of Moravian College
— students who brought
blankets to be

given fo our
homeless guests.
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The New Bethany Ministries
Single Room Occupancy Programs

They are called Single Room Occupancy Programs
because the housing is essentially old fashioned dormitory
style rooms. More importantly, however, is a structured,
secure and case managed living environment that we pro-
vide for very poor, and mostly mentally ill neighbors. “Our
residents,” states Director Jim Watkins, “know that if some-
thing goes wrong I am there to help.”

Once a common type of housing in cities, single room
housing is disappearing rapidly. In the Lehigh Valley, New
Bethany Ministries may be the only provider of secure and
case managed SRO housing. Thus, we are the first choice,
and often the only option, for mental health agencies to
send their clients who need housing.

Jim Watkins reports that the trends he is observing in
this specialized area of service are all negative. Most of the
people that are now referred to him are “dual diagnosis
people” who have both mental illness or disability, and
drug & alcohol addiction problems. Because we have strict
rules against using drugs or alcohol, and because such
addictions are difficult to beat, we occasionally have resi-
dents who regress into old patterns and must be removed
from our programs. He also finds that, because of strict
housing rules about criminal history, many people referred
to us are found to be ineligible. Even if we wanted to admit
people with active criminal records, our contracts with
housing authorities and other agencies would not permit it.
Finally, Jim is also worried about the lack of such housing
in our area. Our combined total of 35 units in Coplay and
Bethlehem are usually filled, and every day he has to turn
down several people who are asking to be in our programs.

However, for the approximately 45 people served by our
SRO programs each year we provide a long term solution

for their housing and for their lives. Low income mentally
ill people have great need for secure case managed SRO
housing and poor individuals have great need for afford-
able rooms. The Board of Directors is beginning to search
for possible ways to add facilities to provide more SRO
housing in the future. And we intend to continue rehab-
bing the bathroom facilities in the two current SRO build-
ings.

When asked what keeps him going in this work, Jim
Watkins states: “it makes you feel good to help these peo-
ple.” We hope that it makes all who donate to New Bethany
Ministries feel good to help these people who are served in
our SRO programs.

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

Volunteer teams at our Hospitality Center demonstrate
the commitment of our whole community to feed hungry
neighbors. First time volunteers in the last few months
included:

The Information Technology
Department of Agere . . .

... And a group of students
from Liberty High School.
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