





Annual
Spring Against
Hunger Campaign Report

Once again many faith communities and individuals stepped for-
ward to help provide the basic hospitality of meals and groceries for
hungry and food insecure neighbors in the Lehigh Valley with generous
donations that resulted in $130,000 for our hunger relief work. The total
includes an especially generous incentive donation from the Third Millenn-
ium Fund of the Cathedral Church of the Nativity of $20,000 that was earned
after we had received a total of $60,000 in other donations. All of this will go a
long way toward funding our anticipated $240,000 in expenses for hunger relief
work of the Mollard Hospitality Center in 2008.

In addition, many groups, companies, and faith communities also donated over
62,827 pounds of in-kind food for our hunger relief work. One of those efforts was
done one Saturday at local grocery stores by the Boy Scout Troop from Our Lady
of Perpetual Help Roman Catholic Church. Leader, Mark Anderson, reported that

a woman in a green sweatshirt was waiting at the door of the store for the 8:00
am opening so that she could be the first to donate. She told the scouts that sev-
eral years ago after a divorce and job loss, she and her children were home-
less, but after three years of assistance and housing from New Bethany
Ministries, she achieved complete independence for her family. She want-
ed to be the first to donate food to help others. Despite the cold and
rainy day, the Boy Scouts were inspired to bring several truck loads

of food to our pantry.
Food insecure and hungry people will find hearty meals
and generous monthly grocery baskets at New Bethany
Ministries in 2008 because of your generous shar-
ing, and the many grocery collection efforts
that are being planned for the
remainder of the year.

Dianilda Acevedo Retires

If you have ever visited or volunteered at

the Mollard Hospitality Center, you were
'obably as helped by Dianilda as the
1ousands of guests and clients who
he assisted in her ten years of paid
mployment and sixteen years of vol-
iInteer service as the Assistant to the
iirector. And that is because, even
ough she was employed only half-
time, she worked full time. Everyone at
Nev Bethany Ministries wishes her well in
her ne v life in Florida.

. .
;‘ In Ylemoriam

We are sad to report the death of Bill Siefert, one of our longest-

’1 term residents at our Bethlehem Single Room Occupancy. Like
many poor mentally disabled adults in our country, he was aban-

doned by everyone. Our other residents often assisted him; and one

#, volunteer care-giver from Wesley United Methodist Church and Jim
Watkins, Director of our Single Room Occupancy Programs took

care of him all the way to the end of his life. We will remember him.
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